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SUBJ: TOU’DHORIZON WITH PRESIDENT KOUNTCHE 


1 . PRESIDENT KOUNTCHE RECEIVED ME TUESDAY, JULY 19. 1 
PRESENTED HIM WITH RESPONSE FROM PRESIDENT CARTER TO 
HIS INDEPENDENCE DAY MESSAGE AND WITH A COPY OF ROOTS IN 
FRENCH WHICH EVOKED MORE EXCITED REACTION THAN I HAVE 
EVER OBSERVED IN THIS SERIOUS, DISCIPLINED, ASCETIC SOLDIER 
PRESIDENT. HE HAD READ EXCERPTS WHICH HAD APPEARED IN 
L'EXPRESS. KOUNTCHE THEN SETTLED DOWN TO HIS FAVORITE 
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CONVERSATION-PROBLEMS OF AFRICA. 

2. RE SPANISH SAHARA, HE SEES NO SOLUTION. HE DISCUSSED 
THE SAHARA WITH EACH INTERESTED CHIEF OF STATE AT 
LIBREVILLE AND NOT ONE OF THEM COULD OFFER ANY HOPE OF 
SOLUTION. HE SPEAKS OF BOUMEDIENNE'S COMPLETE PREOCCUPATION 
WITH POLISARIO WHICH DISTRACTS BOUMEDIENNE, WHOM HE 
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RESPECTS, FROM LENDING HIS WEIGHT AND COUNSEL TO OTHER 
PROBLEMS THAT BESIEGE THE REGION-TO WIT QADHAFI CAPERS. 

B OUMEDIENNE TOLD KOUNTCHE RECENTLY HE DOES NOT AGREE WITH 
QADHAFI'S ANTICS. 

3. PRESIDENT INDIRECTLY CONFIRMED THAT HIS IOURNEY TO 
MECCA JULY 12-13 HAD POLITICAL PURPOSE BY INDICATING THAT 
HE HAS STOPPED IN NDJAMENA AND KHARTOUM TO DISCUSS 

THE CHAD/LIBYA PROBLEM WHICH HE DISCUSSED WITH THE KING IN JIDDA 
AS WELL. HE FINDS CHADIAN SITUATION VERY COMPLICATED BECAUSE 
OF INTERNAL ASPECTS OF PROBLEM ALTHOUGH HE IS ABSOLUTELY 
CONVINCED OF LIBYAN SUPPORT FOR CHADIAN REBELS. QADHAFI'S 
BOYCOTT OF SHHARA SUMMIT IN NIAMEY LAST MARCH ANNOYED KOUNTCHE 
AND HE REPEATED HIS CONVICTION THAT QADHAFI STAYED AWAY 
BECAUSE KOUNTCHE HAD GONE TO CAIRO FOR AFRO- ARAB SUMMIT 
MEETINGS. IT MUST OCCUR TO KOUNTCHE THAT QADHAFI MAY HAVE WANTED 
TO SIDESTEP HIS CAREFULLY STAGED CONFRONTATION WITH MALLOUM 
OF CHAD, BUT KOUNTCHE NEVER ADMITTED IT. 

4. CHIEF OF STATE EMPHATICALLY DENOUNCED IDEOLOGY OF 
REVOLUTION IN AFRICA DURING HIS DISCOURSE ABOUT PROBLEMS OF 
WEST AFRICA AND HORN OF AFRICA. HE DISPLAYED AN ATTITUDE 

OF INCREDULOUS VEXATION THAT THESE COUNTRIES PRACTICING 
OR PREACHING THIS RELIGION OF REVOLUTION SHOULD OR COULD 
NOT PERCIEVE THAT BASIC PROBLEMS OF AFRICA ARE ROOTED IN 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. AS EXAMPLE OF IDEOLOGICAL FRUSTRA- 
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TIONS OF DEVELOPMENT HE MENTIONED THAT ""FARINA” BOUND FOR 
NIGER COULD NOT BE OFFLOADED IN COTONOU: "REVOLUTION DOES 
NOT PLANT THE SEEDS AND DOES NOT FEED THE PEOPLE." 


5. ALTHOUGH HE REFRAINED FROM ELABORATING ON OBASANJO 
VISIT, HE STATED THAT THEY HAD DISCUSSED DEVELOPMENTAL 
COOPERATION-A THEME THAT WAS STATED IN GOV'T CONTROLLED 
PRESS MANY TIMES. WITHOUT DIVULGING SPECIFICS HE DID ALLUDE 
TO CONVERSATIONS WITH NIGERIAN RULER ABOUT CHADIAN 
REBELS. 

6. KOUNTCHE CONCLUDED CONVERSATION WITH SPECIFIC AND 
EMPHATIC REFERENCES TO HIS CONVICTION THAT PRIME SOVIET 
OBJECTIVE IN AFRICA IS NIGERIA WHICH IT IS ATTEMPTING TO 
APPROACH THROUGH MALI AND THROUGH CHAD. HE HINTED THAT 
PLAN WAS HATCHED DURING TOMBALBYE REGIME AND THAT HE AND 
OTHERS HAD WARNED MALLOUM ABOUT SOVIETS. HE DOES PERCEIVE 
OTHER SOVIET GOALS TO BE RED SEA AND MOZAMBIQUE AND URGES 
UNITED STATES TO BE ALERT TO RED SEA OBJECTIVE. 

7. COMMENT: CHIEF OF STATE SEEMED TO BE IN REFLECTIVE 
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IF SOMEWHAT AGITATED (FOR HIM) MOOD AS HE DISCUSSED 
HIS FAVORITE TOPICS. CERTAINLY HIS ADRENALIN MUST HAVE 
BEEN HEIGHTENED CONSIDERABLY BY EVENTS OF PREVIOUS WEEKS 
DURING WHICH HE HAD OVERCOME A NIGERIAN RESERVATION IN 
SUCCESSFUL LOBBYING EFFORT AT LIBREVILLE TO WIN UNANIMOUSLY 
SUPPORTED RESOLTUION ENDORSING NIGER'S CANDIDACY FOR SEAT 
ON SECURITY COUNCIL. HE HAD JUST HOSTED SURPRISINGLY 
LARGE, BRASS-PACKED DELEGATION FROM THIS SAME POWERFUL 
NEIGHBOR HEADED BY THE ' STAY-AT-HOME 1 ' OBASANJO, AND HE 
HAD BEEN ENGAGED IN HIS FAVORITE ROLE AS UNOFFICIAL SHUTTLE 
STATESMAN OF AFRICA. ON OTHER HAND HE MAY HAVE BEEN 
DISCONCERTED BY NIGERIAN PRESSURE ON HIM TO WITHDRAW 
NIGERS CANDIDACY FOR SECURITY COUNCIL SEAT IN FAVOR OF 
NIGERIA (SEE SEPTEL).JAMES 
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